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ǿǿǿΦbŀōƻǊIƻǳǎŜΦŎƻƳ  

When looking to the future of our organization, we need to remember the im-

portance of the ability of the active chapter to surface and successfully recruit new 

members. Due to recent changes in University policies this has been made much 

more difficult. In the past we have worked closely with the College of ACES for 

assistance on contacting U of I freshman.  A new University policy has made this 

previous avenue unavailable to us.  As alumni, we must increase our efforts to iden-

tify young men in our communities that will be attending the U of I and would make 

good Nabors.  
 

Once the active chapter gets these men to attend a rush weekend at the house they 

have a very high chance of getting them to pledge. The record of getting rushes to 

pledge is incredibly successful. We have a great alumni base and keeping the active 

chapter confident in our network is key to future success. 
 

Our goal as a board is to increase communication between the active chapter, the 

board, and the alumni base. This is being made more difficult by our growing num-

ber of alumni, and the increasing cost of postage for regular mail. An affordable so-

lution is to communicate on a more regular basis is through email.  
 

To do this we need to keep the alumni database up to date, with an emphasis on cur-

rent email addresses. As alumni I encourage you to take the time to keep your infor-

mation up to date as well as other Nabors you keep in contact with.  This helps keep 

our entire network strong.  
 

Seven years ago the fraternity made a commitment to build a new house and the 

large financial outlay that went along with that decision. Because of the generosity 

of many alumni we were successful in being able to build the house and leave Nabor 

House on a firm financial footing. The board has been able to hold the line on rent to 

the active chapter for the six years we have been in the new house. This year be-

cause of increased taxes and insurance premiums we were forced to raise the rent to 

the active chapter for next year (Fall 2019). It was a small increase but it was neces-

sary to keep us on pace for repaying the mortgage on the house.  
 

The board has also established a goal of trying to pay the mortgage off five years 

early so that we would be better positioned as we start getting into higher repair 

costs for an aging facility. In order to be able to achieve this goal we will need to 

rely on the continuing generosity of our alumni. If you haven't made a donation to 

the building fund or the foundation I would encourage you to do so. The Building 

with Bushels program is a very good way of maintaining deductibility of donations 

to the building fund, and the foundation is still tax deductible.  
 

Also in this Nubbins is an article about a new way to donate to Nabor House made 

possible by the new tax law.  

 

As we look to the future the board is committed to keep Nabor House as the best 

value in housing on the U of I campus while maintaining our commitment to keep-

ing the high scholarship and leadership roles. 

 

Fraternally,  
 

Scott Reifsteck 
Fraternity Board President 

 

 

reifst@prairieinet.net 

vkjohnson625@gmail.com 

thbingham@comcast.net 
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nwendling@metgeotech.com 

lwdallas53@gmail.com 
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The fall semester of 2018 was very interesting and ex-

tremely busy to say the least.  Reflecting on the period a 

few months later, it truly seems like a blur.  At times, I 

wondered if the semester would ever come to a close.  

Aside from the annual fall events that took place as usual, 

the fall semester saw the challenges of a time of remem-

bering and being reminded of the history of Nabor House 

and what it means to be a Nabor.  

 

Members of Nabor House have historically made the per-

sonal decision to interject four years of (relatively low-risk) learning and 

growth into their lives between high school graduation and the beginning of 

their working lives.  The founding of Nabor House marked a time in which 

college education was less common and less expected.  It was a privilege. 

We seem to be living in a very different time.  For many current students, 

college is less of a privilege and more of an expectation.  Though not at all 

entirely negative, there are certain benefits this change has allowed to be tak-

en for granted.  I also note that the house atmosphere has altered cyclically through the eight decades of its existence. 

These items stated, the challenges we faced during the fall semester have reiterated the importance of the Nabor 

House founding principles.  

 

How we respond to changing times will dictate the success of the next 

óchapterô - the next 80 years - of Nabor House. While I donôt believe it wise 

to respond to cycles with broad-sweeping alterations in procedures and gov-

ernance, I do see an óidealô opportunity to renew our commitment to repre-

senting ourselves and Nabor House in such a manner that is a respectful tip-

of-the-hat to our founding members and previous generations of Nabors.  

 

The idea behind Nabor House poses an incredible opportunity to influence 

coming generations of young men. My years at the house were extremely 

rewarding and I see great importance in maintaining many of the traditions 

that bring house members into lasting relationships with one another. The 

fall semester was an outstanding learning opportunity that I believe will al-

low a very prosperous future for many more generations of Nabors.  

 

I was able to graduate in December and have since re-located to Clinton, Illinois, and began work as a Farm Manager 

at Moore-Warner. 

 

I greatly enjoyed learning, working, and recreating with my fellow Nabors the last four years. I give a massive óthank-

youô to all members, advisors, and alumni of the house who worked together during the course of the fall semester; it 

was truly a pleasure.  

 

 

Frazier Curless 
Fall 2018 House President  
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I had the privilege of taking some time away from school 

and completing a six month internship/coop program with 

CAT in Peoria, IL in their marketing division during the 

second half of 2018.  This time away provided a unique 

professional experience prior to the end of my college ca-

reer.  While I did miss the entire fall semester, I was able 

to assume a leadership role in the house upon my return to 

campus.   

 

This spring was incredibly unique and I could not ask for 

a more memorable and humbling experience as President. We started off by 

adding ten more well-rounded individuals to the active chapter. I have very 

high expectations on what these individuals will accomplish during their 

time here as students and as Nabors. All the officers this year did an out-

standing job, especially the Rush Department who orchestrated some ex-

tremely successful rush weekends. They are well on their way to filling the 

house again. 

 

It is hard to believe that this semester is already more than half over, but luckily, we still have some of the best events 

left to come. These events include the annual beach party, scholarship dinner, Momôs weekend and more. This semes-

ter, Nabor House has made a wonderful addition to the house by painting a massive Chief in the first-floor recreation 

room. While the rest of campus might one day forget, the men of Nabor House will always remember and respect our 

true mascot, the Chief!  Iôve included some pictures of our work to the first floor rec room: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Again, it has been a fantastic last semester and I look forward to coming back to the house in the future as an alum. 

Here is to another successful 80 years! 

 

 

Gus Gibbs 
Spring 2019 House President  

Gus Gibbs 
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